














MinhwaMinhwa: Hides
• Military
• Masculine
• Strength, power
• Respect for nature



MinhwaMinhwa: Fish and Crabs
• Love
• Carp rising from water 

to become dragon
• Hard efforts will bring 

success eventually
• Confucian students 

preparing for national 
examination



MinhwaMinhwa: Hunting
• Masculine
• Integration man with 

nature
• Valor, strength, 

honor
• Left: detail of 

hunting panel



MinhwaMinhwa:Hundred Children
• Chinese origins
• Prosperous family
• Many healthy 

children/decendants
• Left: detail of larger 

painting



MinhwaMinhwa: Scholarship
• Compare to still-life
• Books
• Masculine objects
• Found in “the man’s

quarters”



ProcessProcess
• Stretch
• Prepare
• Paint
• Remove
• Re-stretch
• Mount



Painter at WorkPainter at Work

• Dab 
technique

• Water based 
paint



DabDab



Completed PanelsCompleted Panels
• Complete
• Final check
• Remove silk
• Framing process
• Panels or Screens



Yesterday and TodayYesterday and Today
“Korean art has followed an evolutionary path through 

time, just like western art. Today’s Korean art is 
rooted in a traditional past in terms of technique, but 
is clearly of the present. While the traditional art was 
apolitical, lacked social impact and made no 
comment and employed two dimensional 
perspective, controlled brush strokes and bold, 
simple colors, today’s Korean artists use a more 
monochromatic, three dimensional style and focus 
on social issues…but they continue to use the 
techniques derived from a proud history.”




